Meeting Minute Notes:

Princeton

COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDERS MEETING BMPS(Bureau, Marshall, Putnam, Stark Counties)

Date:  June 26, 2007

Location:  Youth Service Bureau, Princeton.

(If unable to attend in person, call in conference number 1-888-301-0489

passcode:  5199021 then follow with # key.  if you call in and the moderator for this number (cherry) is not on the line yet, stay on the line until moderator joins.  

Present:  

Michelle Cherny, Family Development Specialist/Licensing-DCFS

Julie Davault, Licensing/Adoption, Youth Service Bureau (for Bev Picatto)

Cherry Richardson, Placement Supervisor, DCFS (Facilitator/Scribe)

Bill Baum, North Central Behavioral Health Systems.

Stakeholders identified to date:

Bill Baum, North Central Behavioral Health Systems 

Michelle Cherny, DCFS FDS-Licensing

Colleen Sailer, Bureau County Health Department

Cathy Corl, DCFS Supervisor Investigations

James Owens, States Attorney, Stark County

Beverly Picatto, Youth Service Bureau, Placement Supervisor

Cherry Richardson, DCFS Placement Supervisor

Cindy Robinson, Youth Service Bureau/JSO

Tracy Wright, Gateway accepted another position, will not be available.

Jamie Valenzuela, Youth Service Bureau

Cathleen Wizgard, Catholic Charities LaSalle Supervisor

Peggy Arter-Campfire Program 

MISSION:  This stakeholder group is an outcome from the DCFS Permanency Symposium March 14, 2007 that this group attended at Illinois Central College in E. Peoria.  The purpose of the stakeholders is to develop an action plan for one of three permanency issues.  Remain intact, Return home, or subsidized guardianship/adoption.  

Of the three permanency issues, this group elected to pursue an action plan for the goal of return home.  There are needs for additional services and resources however for families in order to successfully and safely have children returned home.

Primary underlying conditions:  Drug/alcohol and other substances; mental health (child and parental); poverty; domestic violence and disrupted adoptions.  Additional conditions:  sexual abuse; physical abuse; neglect; and, MRAI’s (parent/child conflicts).  

Barriers/Needs:  Relapse during recovery; lack of support/aftercare; limited or lack of services due to rural area i.e. dental; lack of family support; transportation (Help at Home contract is new thru DCFS); limited parenting training/resources/support.  Need Project SAFE.  

AGENDA:  

1. Continue to expand our stakeholder base and have them provide description/list of their services/fees.  (YSB provided this.  

2. Work on our action plan.  (Cherry will email another group and see if they have the action plan format on template.)  Answer:  They do not.

3. LaSalle County stakeholders should also be merged/involved as they were in the Rock Island work group and those stakeholders have no knowledge of service needs in LaSalle County.

4. Find out when the Princeton Community Group meets.  Should we be joining them?

5. Write action plan for Return Home outcome.  

6. Population in care:  many disrupted adoptions and older teens with mental health, substance abuse issues.  

7. NEED:  Recruit foster homes for traditional and specialized level of care.  YSB and CCDOP as well as DCFS do NOT have sufficient placement resources.  Cherry has stopped and spoken with Pastor Laura at Nazarene Church in Princeton regarding the need for developing foster home resources.  She was receptive to the need but Cherry hasn’t heard any more from the Church. 

Stakeholders to be invited:

Judge Hollerich

Julie Wager, DHS

Law Enforcement/BEST officer?

Child Care Connections

Licensed foster homes (to be determined-DCFS; Betty Fisher-YSB)

Connie Dorhn, Freedom House 

Journey’s Counseling-Ken Osborn

Zearing Child Enrichment Center/Andrea

Pastor Laura Root/Nazarene Church

Pastor Sue Parton

Schools:  BMP

U of ILL extension services

4-H Ext. serv/Bureau County

any other ideas welcomed

NEXT MEETING:  September 18, 2007 at 10:00 AM  (No meeting in July or August)

LOCATION:  YOUTH SERVICE BUREAU, Ottawa.  424 W. Madison St.

