Ezperanza: Latino Community Service Network

Wednesday, February 9, 2011-1:00pm

Rock Island Field Office

MINUTES

I. Welcome  - Héctor Vázquez & Connie Barrett Co-Chairs:  Welcome to each of you and thank you for coming.

II. Introduction/Acknowledgements – Héctor Vázquez:  Introductions were made around the room from all participants.  See Attached list

**Acknowledgement- Tony González will be leaving DCFS as Case Worker.  Will be leaving April 29, 2011. Congratulated for his hard work and dedication.  

III. Review of January Minutes:  Minutes were accepted & approved as written.

IV. Greater Quad Cities Hispanic Chamber of Commerce:  Alfred Martinez

Presentation and contact information provided.  Contact: Alfred@gqchcc.com
General information: gqchcc.com   Membership is now $150

V. Agency/Organizations news, events, updates

A.  AOK Network/ECC-April Peska   - Provided information on new Community Circles Program.  Partnering with MLK Center.  Groups will meet 4th Wednesday of every month.  Registration required.  Interpreters are greatest need.  Connie added:  Casa would be willing to help.

B. Casa Guanajuato – Connie Barrett – Casa sponsoring free “Tax Day” on 

                  February 25 &26, 2011.  Friday – 5:00-8:00pm   Saturday – 9:00am –1:00pm.

                  February 26th- Mobile Food Pantry at Riverbend Food Bank – 10:00-1:00pm.      

                  If weather is bad, food will be distributed inside.  

                  Michael Woods – March 5 & 6 – Free Immigration clinic/free consultation 

                  Attorney Svetlana Schrieber. Ms. Schrieber will even meet with agencies.  

                  Flyers will be distributed. Ms. Schrieber will visit Casa about every six weeks. 

      Tony Gonzalez of DCFS added:  Immigration Project/Bloomington will be at  

      Moline library on March 10, 2011.

                  New Programs –“Sí Podemos” – Yes we can – For adults/Parents – help 

                  Adults engage in community.   New youth programs - “Maletas llenas de 

                  Cariño” – Luggage of Love.   “Junior Pioneers” - for children 5-12 years of

                  Age.   Life development skill building.  Teens – 13 + Life skils.

                  April 28, 2011 – “Children’s Day” Launch summertime with outside 

                  Activities. 

                  May 7, 2011 – “Join Hands” Help beautify Floreciente neighborhood.  

                  Children to decorate trash cans and plant them for several weeks.  

                  May 28, 2011 – “Bike Fiesta” Bike Safety Program.  

VI. Héctor Vázquez – Interpreting Testing and Code of Ethics
Provided sample test.  Interpreters may be tested and certified.  Not a federal testing tool.  Interpreters will be available to Esperanza membership on a pro bono or a charge basis.  

Due to time, rest of the agenda tabled.

VII. Héctor Vázquez - Meeting Adjourned.  

Next meeting –Wednesday, March 2, 2011 – 1:00pm

Rock Island Field Office – Large Conference Room

500 – 42nd Street, Suite #5

Rock Island, IL 61201 – 309/794-3500
