Esperanza Latino Community Services Network

Wednesday, October 4, 2011 – 1:00 PM
Rock Island Field Office
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I. Welcome – Lupe Cruz (new co-chair) opened the meeting beginning with the introduction of Hector (old co-chair).
II. Introductions & Acknowledgements – (See attendance above)
III. Minutes – September minutes were approved.    

IV. Agency News Events:  
a. Family Resources:  1st fun raiser – October 6th 12: Noon @ Convention center. Key note speaker is the jogger named Patricia who was attacked.  $25 Lunch ticket.  View the Family Resource website for more information.

b. Public Aid Office announcement:  5,000 applications will be sent late to clients as well as medical cards – State of Illinois “broke” re: postage.  Illinois Children’s Partnership has brought new publication for juvenile justice rights and responsibilities of parents and youth.  This will help those involved with the juvenile system understand their rights.  It can be downloaded in English or Spanish.  
V. CASA Guanajuato QC & Family Advocacy Center – Mike:  1). Oct 1st hosting immigration workshops focusing on LPR 5 years or more now leading to citizenship. Kathryn Talbert can provide detailed information.  Starting Connectivity computer classes @ CASA 9/19 on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  CASA will add additional classes if these fill up.  Flyer is forthcoming for computer classes.  Also starting citizenship & ESL classes.  Introduction of the basic concepts but not following the Black Hawk curriculum.  This course is to get families in the door and comfortably help clients to advance to ESL which will then lead toward citizenship. Then citizenship classes are starting in September.  Please get the word out.  Upcoming events:  Day of the Dead (end of October to November 2).  Anyone interested in working with a group to develop these events is welcome.  “Gone to Soon” category alter October 29th La Catrina Masquerade Ball fundraiser for CASA and an initiative around community health.  $30 single & $50 a couple.  This is a high end masquerade re: cultural appreciation.  October 30th the Day of Angels for kids’ event from 12: noon to 4: PM.  Keep in mind Sunday, November 2nd “All Souls Day” celebration with a drum circle Native American spiritual influence about our ancestors.  Tamales and traditional activities are planned.  December 16-25th is the LaPosado.  CASA hosting a kick off December 16th and inviting the Esperanza Network to join.  There will be food, piñatas, etc.  More details later.  Family Fun Night @ JD Middle school – there is a proposal to have more family fun nights, i.e., 1 in fall and 1 in spring.  The CASA’s Sepodomis Club to take the lead on this event.  Again, each booth will host a fun activity to help.  Invitation is extended to Esperanza to participate. 
VI. Workgroup Report

a. Bilingual – Hector:  This committee is at a standstill due to Hector time restraints.
b. Foster Care Recruitment – Foster Care recruitment team: starting PRIDE classes October 15th every Saturday for 5 Saturdays.  Kewanee folks signed up for the process of licensing foster parents in the State of Illinois.  9 sessions with 2 sessions on 5 Saturdays @ CASA.  
c. Resource Fairs/Seminars – Green Bush Fair – September 10th from 10: AM until 2: PM.  VIVA Quad Cities run/walk. Esperanza is welcome to register a team -- $12 pays for a t-shirt and the fiesta that night. September 10th - East End Neighborhood Fair.  CASA will participate at both events.  St. Johns Lutheran Church border of Moline, RI.  Need web page for Esperanza Network for all flyers and/or calendar of events.  CASA will host on server but need web design help.  
VII. Other Business/Announcements:  

a. October 29th (Saturday) the City of Silvis will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of Hero Street, USA.  Only street in the US.  It is located at 1st Avenue and 1st Street.  This is where more died alone than any other in the US.  All men that died were Hispanic.  It is a day long festival from 1: PM until 10: PM.  Bob Cervantes is the contact.  Please donate your time if interested.  

b. Hector received a call from Smile Illinois (dental check, floss, cleaning for children without dentist in this area). Suggested coming back on Columbus Day when school is out.  Esperanza voted to host this event on that day again.  

VIII. Next Steps:  

a. Wednesday, November 2, 2011 @ 1: PM – Rock Island Field Office
Humbly submitted

Marsha Jones, 10/20/11
