PAGE  
4
      ELCSN
                                              December 7, 2011  
                                                                                   


Esperanza Latino Community Services Network

Wednesday, December 7, 2011 – 1:00 PM
Rock Island Field Office
	Chris Conklin, Moline Library
	Lupe Cruz, DHS

	Miguel Lara, Moline HS & Soccer Program
	April Peska, ECC/AOK

	Carlos Jimenez, MLK Center
	Franki Cunningham, RI Co Health

	Dean Bacon, Goys & Girls Club
	Chris Cervantes, RI County

	Elizabeth Torres, RI Co. Health
	Watyne Evans, DCFS Resource/LANs

	Hector Vazquez, DCFS
	Jack DeVilder, JD Middle School

	Greg Hixon, DCFS
	Maria Maldonado, Safer Foundation

	Esperanza Cantu, DCFS
	Marsha Jones, DCFS

	Jaime Aguilera, CASA GTO
	Roxana Platero, “new” visitor

	Adela Martinez, DCFS
	Amber Lowe, LSSI

	Elizabeth Torres, RICHD
	Susan Jensen, DCFS

	Ratko Rastoric, World Relief Moline
	RC Domínguez, Amigos de Floreciete area


I. Welcome – Héctor Vázquez opened the meeting welcoming everyone especially both Esperanza and Adela as new bilingual Intact and Placement workers with DCFS who have joined the ELCSN family!  Introductions followed around the room (see attendance above).  Hector is pleased & honored to meet Robert Renteria who is here to share his story, the awesome books he created, and the curriculum that goes with it; a new adventure placed on his heart.  He feels his obedience is the key to his success!  Héctor then thanked Robert for coming, taking time and sharing his story with the network.  

II. Presentation – Robert Renteria, Author & book creator (“www.fromthebarrio.com”:  Books 1) "From The Barrio to the Boardroom" and 2) "Mi Barrio Smarter Comics" – available in Spanish and English.  A short power point presentation was played (5 min).  As Robert began to speak he noted it is not his story but “our” story or “your” story!  A story of hopes, dreams and “yes you can, if you believe.”  The message imparts, “we can be anybody we want to be.”  Key is faith! 
a. Reference Story:  After all his life successes, 5 years ago, young gang banger said, “your car is phat (pretty hot and tempting), how do I get one or what’s the secret?”  (Model: Mercedes Benz).  Robert wrote on a napkin two words, “hard work.” 

b. Reference comment:  US sad state of affairs – isn’t it sad how we have money for wars but we can not feed our poor.  

c. Inspiration:  Writing a book would be his way to give back to his culture namely a roadmap to help kids make better life choices.

i. Story:  Strong mother – taught what’s most important is family, i.e., you show respect and consider you are privileged.  His mother was strong in that she was left to care for sister & him without the presence of alcoholic abusive father.  They really lived in tough times.
ii. Story:  Accident @ age 6.  Head injury from carnival ride left him in a coma.  In spite of doctors having no hope, his Mother prayed.  In 1966 could not walk, talk, read or write. He attended handicap school with his Mother pushing him beyond human endurance to regain abilities “hard work”.  When exiting the facility he witnessed a mother’s tears of happiness which meant victory.  He returned home with mother to meet new stepfather but received abuse. Note: Abuse is unacceptable -- Women are God’s greatest gifts.  It takes a real man to raise and take care of children.  However, he ran away, dropped out of school into the life of gangs & violence as his own death style of living.  At 17, bio father lived on skid row and died.  Robert visited his diseased father’s flop house to find smells, prostitutes, pimps and more empty booze bottles among his things.  Note:  If you play with the devil you will get burned.  His last drug deal went bad. The gun pointed at his head misfired.  He promised, God if you let me live I will sin no more.”  He accepted God that night, got his GED and joined the military.  His 1st military assignment landed him in Newburg, Germany.  After a couple beers, he caught a taxi. Guess who makes Taxi cabs in Germany?  Mercedes Benz.  The military made him a better man of honor, hard work, respect, camaraderie & character.  Note:  Character = Doing what’s right when nobody is watching!  He became a Green Beret.  Later found old friends doing the same things in LA, i.e., gang, drugs, federal penitentiary, etc. With $200 & duffle bag he went to Chicago with hope & will to be somebody.  Worked hard and within 6 years vice president of major company.  Felt he was in the right place at the right time (climbing the ladder without an education).  Note:  The greatest equalizer for any race is an education -- it can never be taken away from you meaning futures are built on a strong education.  Took his bonus, purchased a car and kept his promise made to his mother and presented her with the car for her use.  Then opened own laundry mat business & thought he had it all. Life was good!  But then felt inspired to write a book.  Note:  The two greatest days in life are the day you are born and the day you realize “why” you are born. He closed his business and later released a book.  Chicago newspapers featured his story.  He received a question from a lady crying, “Robert, where have you been?”  His life with books had just begun.  Soon the Chicago Public Schools called to use his book to curtail gang violence & was implemented in the schools.  Teachers & principals joined to create a curriculum for learning.   There is a school & faith based curriculum in both English & Spanish.  “Mi Barrio” took national platform with the Blink reading programs, social service groups, detention organizations, etc.  The need to create a tool to reach younger kids evolved into the comic graphic novel called “Mi Barrio.”  Schools all over the world are using the books to help students.  Let us get into the minds of our kids and get them turned around.  He believes these books are doing this.  Note:  it was reported to him that a kid broke into a classroom to steal the book.  “He thinks we’re on to something……..”  He gets requests from youth wanting signed books all the time.  Robert encourages the Network to look at the program and visit the website.    

Questions:

1. What is the process school systems use to introduce the curriculum?  A:  They email Robert or visit the website to make a request.  The answer varies.  Example, some schools have contests around the book, winner invited to book signing, etc
2. Any response from social service agencies & how they would use it?  A:  Robert was the keynote speaker for the Illinois Social Worker’s convention and suggest small group setting with kids and adults.  Note:  Also used in McDonalds, General Mills, All State Insurance, university criminal justice courses, etc.

3. What do you mean by “gifted the curriculum?  A:  It is free to use.  Robert freely gives the curriculum to anyone who wishes to use it.  Sole purpose to help change the landscape with kids for our world.  Note:  A Latino girl asked, “how did you forgive your stepfather?”  Answering the “greatest gift is forgiveness” he said. “Why do you ask?”  She replied, “I can’t forgive my mom as she knew of my stepfather’s abuse to me.”  He told his story enabled her to tell her story for the 1st time.  That’s the kind of impact the books have.  
4. Does the curriculum address female issues?  A:  Yes, it addresses the social & emotional learning that’s mandated by the State of Illinois with the comic book forward endorsed by elementary education of Illinois.  
5. How many books are there?  A:  2nd edition of the book From the Barrio, comic book, CD’s for blind – all available in English & Spanish and on I-Pad and Kendall digital versions.  

The book has pleasantly surprised and changed his life.  He is currently working on a project “2nd Chances” reality TV show to mentor kids around the world.  Note:  He tells kids “Life is not a dress rehearsal but rather you have to be ready for prime time!”  He gave an example of Walt Disney & his success saying “If you see it you can be it” and “paint a picture and chase it until you catch it.”  We are all the same, i.e., we cry the same, we are happy the same but in the end, we all bleed the same.  There are 10’s of billions of people who walk on the face of the earth but know there will never be another you.  Each is unique and special.  Believe in your uniqueness & believe in what you are doing.  Most of all, believe in the Almighty God.  Thanks. God Bless. Extra cards and profiles are on the table for your distribution.  

Hector closed out the presentation by adding this is a great opportunity to partner with Robert and the Barrio Foundation.  This will bring tools to the hands of our community to move forward in the work we are committed to do.  Not just have a hand out but offer a hand up with the books.  This will be a great asset tool in the hands of professionals, administrators, staff, local agencies, schools and of course, our kids to move them forward to become what they were created to become.  Take Robert’s business cards & profile information.  Similar to how the Network opportunity is an asset to this community, Hector is excited about the tools Robert is providing for our disposal by “gifting” to different entities.  
Remarks/Comments:

Let’s just do it!   

III. Events:
a. Esperanza Network:  Resources & JD Middle School to plan for March event.
b. Martin Luther King Center Christmas party; children 3-12 free gifts; sign up by 12/8.   
c. CASA:  La Posada reminder – December 16th @ Hyman building; flyer distributed via email. Held in Rock Island at the new Sterns Center former the old Hyman building.  Friday night is the kick off with piñatas and partnering with the Lulac Mariachi band and speaker presenting the meaning of Posadas & Piñatas, i.e., history and content, etc. It will start at 5:30 pm with 6: pm piñatas.  Tamales, Punches and festival type activities are planned.

d. AOK Network:  February 1, 2012 create agenda around early childhood strategic planning @ 4:30 to give perspective to recognize gaps.  Note:  February 1st is the first Wednesday of the month.  Esperanza will join with this event by adding to the day’s agenda.  
e. Public Aid:  Medical cards will be going out late. Clients need to report to the office to confirm not receiving medical card.  New:  “Express desk” staffed by caseworker available in the AM to answer questions, get applications needed, send out forms, etc.  Also New:  phone interviews.  Lupe continues to be the only Spanish speaking contact.  It will definitely take 30 days for food stamps and 45 days for application approval.  Availability is Monday/Tuesday and Thursday/Friday with interviews between 8: am and 11: am.  Caseworkers available from 1: pm on.

f. RI County Health:  Flu shots available @ Health Department.  Note:  There is a small outbreak of Pertusis so adults should be vaccinated as well.  
g. CASA:  Selling coupon books as a fundraiser = $35.  CASA will receive a portion of the proceeds. See Hector and/or Jaime.  Coupons good through November 2012.  
IV. Next Steps:  

a. Wednesday, January 7, 2011 @ 1: PM – Rock Island Field Office
Thank you for time and coming and have a wonderful afternoon. 

Humbly submitted
Marsha Jones, 12/07/11
