Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar

Moultrie and Shelby County

Local Action Team

Minutes

August 26, 2009

Attendance: Rachel Gubbins, JoAnna Rienbolt, Camille Blank, Marsha Dawson, Susan Bulla, Judy Torbeck-Livesay, Wally Carlson, Donna Hudson, Susan Taylor, Julia Miller.

Minutes from the July meeting were reviewed.

Data Reports

The committee reviewed the available data reports on the children currently in care in the seven counties. Issues of disproportionality were highlighted. Statewide children of color remain in care longer. The committee would like to know if this is an issue locally and how often children of color are placed in homes of the same race/culture. Investigative data is also available for the committee upon request.

Church Concentrations
Wesley United Methodist church has a Steven Ministry that they believe would be a good fit for this community support effort. The concept is that a lay person will walk beside another person and may refer to community agencies as needed. It involves 1:1 matches who are volunteers that provide emotional support. They closely supervised and have an outlet to discuss any concerns that arise. The church already provides a grief support group and has groups for Families with Challenges. These groups are focused on supporting families who have a member with addictions or incarcerated. They are also available to help with other needs.
Charleston Community Church has a parenting curriculum and an adoption support program. They are also planning to host an adoption information panel with Kirsten Bays in the near future.

Salisbury Church has mentoring, budgeting and labor to offer. They recently hosted a workshop entitled “Bridges Out of Poverty”. There is a group meeting regularly for men who have issues with pornography. 

All of the churches may be able to assist with transportation needs. It would be helpful for each church to make a list of what is offered which will also help visualize the gaps in available services.

Informational Meetings

Each of the churches are interested in an informational meeting that will focus on the types of clients that DCFS serves and the kinds of situations they may encounter. Suggestions could be provided about boundaries and appropriate responses to varying situations. This might be a “train the trainers” type of format. Wesley has some expertise through their Steven Ministry with providing this type of training/information for volunteers. Charleston Community Church and Salisbury need to check with other church personnel about involvement.
Foster Parent Recruitment
Charleston Community Church has plans for a panel discussion and will open this up to other churches. Salisbury likely has individuals interested in fostering. Some of the people from Central Community expressed an interest at the last meeting. Wesley may have some people interested in more short term or respite types of fostering. JoAnna Rienbolt will confirm a date for the panel and get this information to Susan Taylor for distribution.

HOPE

The domestic violence program has similar needs and can use assistance from the churches. Salisbury Church has already formed a relationship with HOPE and provides labor to do painting, building and repairs.

NEXT STEPS
Any needs that are identified by DCFS that could be met by one of the churches could be emailed out to a contact person at each church. If the church is able to meet a specific need, then the information will be provided to the client for consideration.

The next meeting will be Wednesday, September 23, 2009 at 9:00 AM. Salisbury Church on Madison Avenue will host the meeting.
