Vermilion County Family Treatment Court Meeting

5-15-09

This meeting was convened today to look at how the Vermilion County Family Treatment Court program is proceeding and if it is meeting expectations that were originally set forth in the hand-book. There were representatives at this meeting from the Public Defenders office, presiding Judge Anderson and former juvenile Judge Clary, as well as Prairie Center representatives, LAN (DeeAnn Ryan/Lisa Massa),  CASA (Heather Fox), probation, ASA (Lindsey and Raina), DCFS (Beth Seggebruch & Lynda Morgan), Catholic Charities and Lutheran Social Services. The next juvenile presiding Judge-Judge Fayhe was invited but she was unable to attend. She will be invited to the next meeting so that she can get information about the program.
Current Status:
The programs inception began on September 1st and the program needs to be examined for conversation about what is and is not working. There was an update of the current clients that are currently in the program and how many of them had moved thru the phases. There are currently10 clients in the program (9 woman and 1 man). Due to lack of progress in the program and services 3 are awaiting discharge and 2 new clients have been added in the last 3 months. There is one client in Phase II of the program and she is going to be discharged due to lack of progress. There are 5 that are currently in in-patient for treatment.
Discussion ensued about how and why clients get terminated from the program—1). due to lack of progress

               2). Missing/whereabouts unknown

               3).  Not actively participating in the program

Those individuals that participate weekly in the program discussed that the clients are not wanting to be terminated from the program. Judge Anderson stated that they decided that in order to discharge the client from the program that she has been asking a Petition to be filed discharging them out of the program, due to them being court ordered originally into the program in the first place; and the client can have a say in the matter. This was agreed on by all that this was indeed a very good idea.  

An issue was brought up regarding the continuation of a client in the program while they are not making progress, this needs to be carefully looked at and ensure that they are afforded the amount of time allowed by the statutes that are already in place for child abuse/neglect cases. Permanency of the child is the main goal of the this program and the client must make some sort of improvement as they are simultaneously working a service plan as well.

Who is a Client of FTC?:

The question keeps being raised, Who can be a client of the FTC? This was discussed during the meeting and Judge Clary stated that it is the presiding Judges decision as to who gets into the program. The clients enter into the program at the disposition hearing of the juvenile proceeding. The current capacity of the FTC is 40 and currently there are only 10 slots filled so there is ample capacity to serve more clients. There was a suggestion that all the drug involved clients should be put into the FTC program, of course with agreements by all the parties. When the dispositional report is written the worker should comment on the FTC and then make a recommendation as to the feasibility of the client participating in the program; the presiding Judge will have the final say and discretion. It was discussed with the group how the client gets to know about the program. The attorney’s at the meeting stated that they typically go through the hand-book with them and they have them sign the agreement. The caseworker should feel free to go through the handbook with their client but the client should only sign the agreement with their attorney present. It was determined that if a client is in in-patient that the time they spend in-patient does count toward the Phases of the program as well as the time counted toward making permanency in the juvenile hearing.
Training for FTC participants/caseworkers/community:

Judge Clary reported that he applied for a grant for a one time training to have the National Association for Drug Court Professional come and train us. It is a one day session and the approved amount of money for this is $7,800. Judge Clary encouraged anyone that had any ideas about what we would like in the training to let him know.

Prairie Center-the Substance Abuse Partner w/FTC:

Prairie Center (the agency that is serving the FTC clients) applied for a Foundation Grant and they were looking for ideas as to what to do with the money that they received. Thoughts were buying McDonalds and Pizza gift certificates to give to the client to use on a visit with their kids. Another idea was for a massage. The money can be used toward incentives for the FTC program as they clients progress thru the Phases of the program. Another idea was if there was a client that was going to school then they could help buy books or supplies. The Judges may have to confer and set up some guidelines for this.

Legislation Progress:

Judge Clary stated that he contact a State Senator about this issue but that he has heard nothing back as of yet. He did not see the urgency at this point to pursue this with great intensity.

Other Grant Discussions and Other Information Shared:

There was information sent out by the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs and Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention about a grant that could be obtained for family drug court programs. DeeAnn Ryan and Heather Fox discussed the possibility of this FTC grant getting together to apply for this grant-it is $500,000 over the next 3 years. The conversation surrounded that the Judges would want to read this grant further but at this time they did not feel this is something that this group should pursue. Judge Clary was worried that we would be reliant upon the money that we received but then the program would still have to sustain after the grant is gone. Grant discussion was tabled.
DeeAnn talked about the current initiative that she is pursing which is the Children’s Program. This is a program that specifically targets those children of substance abusing parents. DeeAnn is needing volunteers for this program.

Next meeting was not set but will be set in another 3 months or so after the program has hit the year mark.
