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                    Permanency Initiative Committee  
















                                              October 27th 


















                                Attendees: Judge Patricia Walton





                                      Kirsten Petrie-ASA/McDonough Co.





              CASA of Knox Co.





                                                  Michelle Thielen-AOIC




                                                  Catherine Smith-DCFS




                                                  Susan Jensen-DCFS






                                      Jennifer Seward-DCFS




                                                  Jennifer Williams-DCFS




                                                  Barb Beserra-DCFS





                                                  Julia Pratte-DCFS





                                                  Bill Siverly-DCFS


















                    Minutes: Awaiting information on expanding



                                               Permanency Goal report that captures



                                               all youth in the 9th judicial circuit.
















                                > Monthly meetings taking place in Fulton


                                               and McDonough Counties. Discussion of


                                               local needs and solutions is one purpose, 


                                               then confidentiality of cases will be main-



                                   tained as those not involved in specific 



                                   cases will not be present.
















                                            > Discussion of training for intact and placement

                                               staff for court preparation, reports, and testimony.



                       DCFS/Southern Region: DCFS/POS staff with 


                                   less than one year are receiving training in relation 


                                   to this, provided by DCFS legal staff. Susan Jensen 

                                               will contact DCFS regional attorney Jamie Webster-

                                               Hall about having this available for us.














                                            > Michelle Thielen-AOIC , discussion and update on


                                   what they have available in monies for grants to be 


                                   distributed via judicial circuits. There are three

                                               categories: General, Training, and Data Collection.

                                               Example was given of the 13th judicial circuit and 


                                   their development of a parent education program

                                               that was a need determined by their committee and 


                                   the committee collaboratively developed. The grant 

                                               is good for a two year period for the money to be 

                                               spent. Michelle will find out if there is a minimum

                                               or maximum amount that can be applied for. She 

                                               will send grant information to Judge Walton and 


                                   Greg Hixon per approval of the committee members.














                                 > Discussion of Truancy Review Boards and meeting

                                                with those parties to provide services through the 

                                                Local Area Networks and Family Centered Service

                                                programs to provide services/resources for the 


                                    purpose of prevention or early intervention. Open

   
                                    conversation on relevance to those youth with a 

                                                history of Truancy and how that does or does not 

                                                impact the juvenile court and child welfare systems.

                                                Plan will be to meet and provide a fluid means to 

                                                utilize the above in support of the TRB’s. 
















                     > Permanency Goal expansion report will be followed

                                                up, so it will be available for the next meeting to 

                                                match with what each county has recorded.















                                 > Information on the Local Area Network and Family


                                    Centered Services will be sent to ASA/Kirsten

                                                Petrie of McDonough Co.
















                                             > Next Scheduled meeting: November 24th, 2008 at

                                                3:00pm. Location: Fulton Co. Courthouse in


                                                Lewistown/Room#302. Teleconference # 1/877-

                                                402-9753 pass code is 1703573#
