PERMANENCY FROM A CHILD’S PERSPECTIVE
2011 CONFERENCE ON PERMANENCY

AGENDA

9:00 – 9:30

REGISTRATION

9:30 – 9:40

WELCOME – ROBERT BLACKWELL

9:40 – 10:00

OPENING REMARKS – 
HONORABLE ESTEBAN F. SANCHEZ, JUVENILE COURT JUDGE SANGAMON COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
Judge Esteban F. Sanchez received his Juris Doctor degree from St. Louis University School of Law in St. Louis, Missouri in 1978.

He began his legal career as an Assistant State’s Attorney for Sangamon County in Springfield, Illinois. In 1983, he went into private practice concentrating his practice in civil and criminal litigation. In 1989, Judge Sanchez was appointed an Assistant United States Attorney for the Central District of Illinois, where he served for seventeen years.

 In April, 2006, Judge Sanchez was appointed Associate Judge for the Seventh Judicial Circuit of Illinois, where he currently serves.

Judge Sanchez is an Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of Illinois - College of Law, where he teaches Trial Advocacy and Pretrial Litigation. He is a member of the Illinois Judges Association, Illinois Bar Association, the Lincoln-Douglas Inn of Court, and the Sangamon County Bar Association, for which he served as President in 1994. 

10:00 – 10:20

MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE IN THE CHILD WELFARE




SYSTEM – 
DESIREE TAYLOR

Desiree Taylor is a Chicago native and the youngest child of four raised in a heavily-impoverished west side community by a single mother.  Taken into custody at the age of eleven for physical abuse and neglect, Desiree and her siblings never again reunited residentially with either parent; instead observed her mother’s parental rights terminated and subsequently remaining a ward until aging out at 21. During her ten years of state custodial care, Desiree changed homes 13 times to include placements such as: foster homes, shelters, group homes, relative placements and emergency care. Facing comparable placement changes and rarely cased under the same agency, sibling’s relations grew strained and behavioral challenges less manageable. Middle adolescent years marked the reintroduction of a God-Aunt into Desiree’s life and alas a transition to stability. Despite a late start, Desiree graduated with honors from high school and later, Sum Cum Laude from UIU with a B.S in Human Services.

Today, Desiree works for Struggling Youth Equals Successful Adults (SYESA) to capture “lost youth” to preserve success potential with a special emphasis in working with the displaced young adult populace. Familiar with the risks associated to broken support networks and absent model figures, Desiree supports her unwavering passions to youth development with aggressive efforts to integrate the missing outcome-yielding service needs of underprivileged communities in stakeholding institutions. After progressing beyond a long and arduous road, Desiree has come to understand the misfortunes of her upbringing and accept her once grievances as gifts. 

10:20 – 10:30

BREAK

10:30 – 11:30

INNOVATIONS IN POLICY FOR THE JUVENILE COURT




SYSTEM – George W. Timberlake
Honorable George W. Timberlake served as a circuit court judge for 23 years, retiring in 2006 as Chief Judge for the Second Judicial Circuit in Illinois.  He currently serves as Chairman of the Illinois Juvenile Justice Commission, Coordinating Council of the Illinois Models for Change Initiative (a John T. and Catherine MacArthur Foundation national project), Redeploy Illinois Oversight Board member and President of Jefferson Policy Consultants. He lives in Mount Carmel, Illinois with his wife of 35 years, Mary Jo.

11:30 – 1:00

VIDEO – 
THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILD, Dave Thomas Foundation,

 20 minutes with Honorable Judge William Byer, South Carolina Judge at the time.  Now he is the State Director of Juvenile Corrections for South Carolina
 

LUNCH

1:00 – 2:30

CHILDHOOD TRAUMA:  CAUSES, RESULTS, AND




SOLUTIONS – 
Eugene Griffin, J.D., Ph.D. is a licensed clinical psychologist and attorney. He presently serves as the Director of the Illinois Childhood Trauma Coalition and is an assistant professor in the Mental Health and Services Policy Program at Northwestern University’s Feinberg School of Medicine.  Since 2007, Gene has been involved with the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation’s Models for Change initiative.  In November, 2007, Gene became a fellow of the Child Trauma Academy, founded by Bruce Perry, M.D., PhD.  Previously, he worked for the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services where he helped develop the Behavioral Health Team and its trauma program.  Prior to that, Gene worked for the state Office of Mental Health, where he was Chief of Juvenile Forensics and oversaw the Mental Health Juvenile Justice Initiative.  Gene also administered the Office of Mental Health’s grant program that funds residential placements and specialized community services for mentally ill children and adolescents. He has been a unit chief of both short term and long-term inpatient psychiatric adolescent units.  Gene has also served as an assistant public defender in juvenile court.  

AND

Anne G. Studzinski is the Managing Director for the Illinois Childhood Trauma Coalition. Prior to joining the Coalition, she spent over 27 years working for the State of Illinois in juvenile justice, youth services and child welfare.  She developed programs at the state and local level, developed and implemented policies regarding the treatment of children and youth, administered and monitored federal grants, staffed three statewide task forces and advocated for children and youth legislation in both Springfield and Washington, D.C.  She also developed and delivered training for law enforcement, child welfare and youth services professionals.  She currently serves as a member of the Redeploy Illinois Oversight Board.  She is also a member of the Advisory Committee for the Children’s Rights Division of Human Rights Watch and of HRW’s Chicago Committee.
2:30 – 2:40 

BREAK

2:40 – 3:30

THE JUVENILE COURT ACT – 
PANEL 
· HONORABLE ESTEBAN F. SANCHEZ, JUVENILE COURT JUDGE SANGAMON COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(See above for Bio info)

· Britany Hawkins, DCFS Central Region Attorney
Brittany Hawkins received her Juris Doctor degree from Southern Illinois University School of Law in 2002, and received her Bachelor of Arts degree in 1999 from Illinois College in Jacksonville, IL.

She began her legal career in the Vermilion County State’s Attorney’s Office in Danville, IL in 2002, where she was an Assistant State’s Attorney until 2004.  In 2004, she became an Assistant Attorney General in the General Law Bureau in the Office of the Illinois Attorney General in Springfield, IL.  In 2007, she began working as a Regional Counsel for the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) where she is currently employed.  As a Regional Counsel, she covers 14 counties in the central region including Sangamon County for juvenile court.  Additionally, she handles administrative appeal hearings within DCFS.

Ms. Hawkins is a member of the Illinois State Bar Association as well as the Sangamon County Bar Association.

· Bailey Cunningham, Juvenile Court States Attorney
A graduate of UIS 2005 and Valparaiso University School of Law in 2008.  Member of the Illinois Bar Association and the Sangamon County Bar Association. Sangamon County State's Attorney's Office for 1 year.
· William Pryor, Juvenile Court GAL/Defense Attorney
William has been involved as an attorney for Parents and children since 1981.  He currently works in Sangamon County.
· Luann Gab, Supervisor of DCFS Caseworkers
LuAnn Gab received her Master of Social Work from the University of Illinois, Urbana, Champaign in 2006, and received her Bachelor’s degree in Social Justice from the University of Illinois, Springfield in 1989.

LuAnn began her child welfare career with the Sangamon County Juvenile Probation Department in 1990 as a Juvenile Probation Officer.  In 1994, she began working for the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services as a Child Welfare Specialist.  In 2009, she was appointed as a Placement Supervisor for the Springfield DCFS office and remains employed in this position.  

LuAnn is a member of the National Association of Social Workers.

3:30 – 4:00

CLOSING REMARKS - HONORABLE ESTEBAN F.




SANCHEZ




EVALUATIONS




DISMISSAL

The Illinois Family Violence Coordinating Councils (IFVCC) is an accredited provider of General MCLEs for Illinois Attorneys.  For this event 4.3 General MCLEs will be provided.
