
This conference was created to address the need for children to be provided permanency in a timely manner.  Permanency is accomplished by either a) returning children to their family, b) having them adopted by another family or c) transitioning to adulthood.  According to the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System Preliminary Report for FY 2009, only 42% of the children in foster care in the United States were given permanency within 12 months of being removed from their home.  And only 64% of the children were given permanency within 24 months of being removed from their home.  This means that 36% of the children were still in care 2 years after being removed from their family.  Although statistics vary for the counties in the 7th Judicial Court Circuit, all of the counties have children who have waited too long to have a place to call home!

The purpose of this conference is to address this issue with the people who are involved in the legal process with these children.  This includes judges, state’s attorneys, defense attorneys, guardian ad litems, service providers and child welfare workers.   


The Sangamon County Action Team will continue their work to impact this problem after this conference is over.  If you wish to be involved in this process to implement change for our children then you may contact 

Leshonda Rogers 217-789-2980 or Kip Smith at 217-556-5506.

